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SUBJECT: DOMESTIC LEGISLATION AGAINST ARAB BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL 
REF: A) STATE 73840 B) EC BRUSSELS 132, JAM. 10, 1973 

1. WE HAVE ASKED THE EC COMMISSION’S US DESK TO CHECK INTO 
THF, EXISTENCE OF EC REGULATIONS AIMED AT THE ARAB BOYCOTT OF 
ISRAEL. (THE OFFICIAL WITH WHOM WE SPOKE WAS HIGHLY SKEPTICAL 
AS TO THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH REGULATIONS, OR EVEN PROPOSALS 
FOR REGULATIONS ALONG THESE LINES.) 

2. THE MISSION NOTES THAT THE EC-LEBANON AGREEMENT STATES, 

IN ARTICLE 7, THAT "THE TRADING ARRANGEMENTS APPLIED BY 
LEBANON TO PRODUCTS ORIGINATING IN THE COMMUNITY OR EXPORTED 
TO THE COMMUNITY SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO ANY DISCRIMINATION 
BETWEEN THE MEMBER STATES, THEIR NATIONALS OR THEIR COMPANIES 
OR FIRMS”. (ARTICLE 8 ALSO BEARS ON THE PINT OF NON- 
DISCRIMINATION.) HOWEVER, IN AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS ON 

THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNATURE OF THE AGREEMENT, THE LEBANESE 
NEGOTIATOR BROUGHT TO THE EC NEGOTIATORS’ ATTENTION 
THE FOLLOWING LEBANESE GOVERNMENT DECLARATION: "THE 
LEBANESE REPUBLIC STATES THAT ITS OBLIGATIONS IN RESPECT 
OF THE APPLICATION OF ARTICLES 7 AND 8 OF THE AGREE- 
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IN FORCE WHICH ARE REQUIRED TO SAFEGUARD ITS ESSENTIAL 
SECURITY INTERESTS. THE LEBANESE REPUBLIC WILL EN- 
DEAVOR TO APPLY THESE LAWS AND REGULATIONS CONSISTENTLY 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2(3) OF THE AGREEMENT." 

THE EC NEGOTIATOR IN RESPONSE CONVEYED THE FOLLOWING 
COMMUNITY DECLARATION: "1. THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY TAKES NOTE OF THE DECLARATION BY LEBANON. 

2. THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY WILL EXPECT THE 
PRINCIPLES STATED IN THE AGREEMENT, INCLUDING THOSE 
CONTAINED IN ARTICLES 7 AND 8 OF THE AGREEMENT, TO 
RECEIVE FULL APPLICATION. THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY CONSIDERS, IN PARTICULAR. THAT APPLICATION 
OF THE PRINCIPLE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION SHOULD ENSURE 
A CORRECT AND ACCEPTABLE APPLICATION OF THE AGREE- 
MENT". 

3. SIMILAR LETTERS WERE EXCHANGED IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SIGNATURE OF THE EC-EGYPTIAN AGREEMENT. FOR 
TEXTS, SEE RE B. 

4. THESE EXCHANGES ARE CLEARLY AMBIGUOUS; IT APPEARS 
THAT THEY CONSTITUTE STATMENTS OF POSITION WHICH AT 
LEAST LARGELY CANCEL EACH OTHER OUT. 

5. THE COMMUNITY IS ATTEMPTING, IN ITS CURRENT NEGO- 
TIATIONS WITH THE MAGHREB STATES, TO WIN THE LATTER 
STATES' AGREEMENT TO PROVISIONS REQUIREING NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT OF EC MEMBE STATES. NATIONALS, 
AND FIRMS. MYERSON 
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